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Greetings from the Editor

Once again | would like to thank &k contributors to our latest Newsletter. Our apologies for
the slight delay in publication, but | am pleased that as a result, we are able to bring you all of
the papers from the library roundtable at the ASAA“BEiennial Conference, held at the
Univesity of Sydney-5 July this year. Our thanks go especially to our colleagues at Monash
University who have responded so positively to calls for contributions. We are encouraged to
know that Asian Studies librarianship is still a thriving part of our mé&bion landscape and

look forward to continued engagement with our broader reading and research community.

l' YR R2y Qi F2NHSG GKS FT@FAfFroAfAGE 2F GRS b[!Q
September, 2018. For more information, see:

https://www.nla.gov.au/awardsand-grants/fellowshipsand-scholarships/japafand-asia
study-grants

Darrell Dorrington
Editor


https://www.nla.gov.au/awards-and-grants/fellowships-and-scholarships/japan-and-asia-study-grants
https://www.nla.gov.au/awards-and-grants/fellowships-and-scholarships/japan-and-asia-study-grants
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Report on
Monash Unversity Library Activity at the Korean Wave Conferenced dune 2018
Jenny CaseySubject Librarian, Monash University Library
{ SOSNIf [AONINER adlFF GGSYRSR (GKS Y2NBlyYy 21 @
Caulfield campus in June. JuBgn Kim, Brean Studies Subject Librarian organised a display of

library resources related to Korean Wave and made herself available for research consultations
prior to the commencement of morning sessions on both days.

The conference was organised into eight pasedsions and covered a wide range of research
areas:

Panel 1: Beauty (Chair: Koichi lwabuchi)

Panel 2: Social Media (Chair:-&ilo Han)

Panel 3: Korean Wave Genres (Chair: Andrew David Jackson)

Panel 4: Creative Industries (Chair: Yunji Park)

Panel 5: Reeption (Chair: Josie Sohn)

Panel 6: Transnational Media Circulation (Chair: Jo ElRuveng)

Panel 7: Cultural Politics (Chair: Lucien Brown)

Panel 8: Hallyu and Discourse (Chair: Kai Soh)

JungSim Kim presented a session on how to research effectivelgline databases available
at Monash University Library. Given the broad range of issues and topics covered over the
course of two days, this presentation was particularly useful for those wishing to investigate
specific areas further.

Janet McGarry, Sygxt Librarian for Arts at Caulfield Library, Jenny Casey, Subject Librarian for
French, Italian and Film, Communications and Media Studies, and Dina Hoare, Librarian for
Monash College, also participated and engaged with conference attendees over beth day

(Photo:L:R JungSim Kim, Jenny Casey, Dina Hoare, Monash University Lil
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Researching identity control issues East Asian resources

By Chingmy Lam and Michelle Jo
Metadata Librarians, University of Sydney Library

The Pacific Rim Research Libraries Alliance, also known as PRRLA, focuses on cooperative
ventures amamacademic libraries located around the Pacific Rim to improve access to scholarly
research material$. he Kar | Lo Award was established in
leadership in forming the Pacific Rim Digital Library Alliance and his contrilmgtito global

libraries and librarianship. The Karl Lo Award provides support to PRRLA librarians for
professional development and research focused on Pacific Rim library collaboration and digital
library issues.

Having been a member of PRRLA since 201&,applied for the PRRLA Karl Lo Award 2018

and have been awarded funding to work on the
opportunities within the PRRLA member community in the area of creator/contributor identity
control for East Asian resouc e s O .

This research project is in line with the PRRLA organisational aim of focusing on cooperative
ventures among academic libraries to improve access to scholarly research materials and seeks to
address some of the challenges in developing colleatibBast Asian publications.

The reason we are so interested in the topic is that, with the advance of technology in the 21st
century, there has been an exponential global growth of online information and digital resources.
Users/researchers are increakirigced with large search result sets that are further complicated
by many undifferentiated creators/contributors.

Establishing unique identities for CJK creators/contributors is a challenge as they can have very
similar or even identical names. For exae) approximately 87% of the Chinese population

share 100 last names. Presenting their identities in the English environment with transliteration
then adds another layer of complexity to effective description and discovery. This issue is even
more pertinat to East Asian resources that contain script (880 fields).

The first stage of our research is to conduct an environment scan to explore if libraries with
substantial East Asian collections have established any workflows, procedures and policies to
mana@ the ambiguities of identities for creators/contributors from East Asian backgrounds,
particularly, Chinese, Japanese and Korean.

At the beginning of July, we sent out an environment scan email to various mailing lists and
individual institutions that hae a strong interest in East Asian resources, to get a better
understanding of the current state on the identity control issues within the library community.

We asked the following questions pertaining to identity control issues for East Asian resources:
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9 if their libraries undertake disambiguation of identities from the East Asian background
for their East Asian resources;
1 if their libraries use the same workflow for library owned print resources, digitised
materials and digital collections; and
1 what autloritative resources and/or reference tools, such as LCNAF, VIAF, ORCID and
ISNI, their libraries use for identity disambiguation.
We have received interesting and revealing responsedifraries in Australia, the United
States and the United Kingdo®ame libraries reported staff issues, such as lack of language
skills and time for doing authority work. Also, workflows for print materials, online resources,
digital collections and institutional repositories can be different, but there is no specifftowork
tailored to East Asian resources.

Since the 2018 PRRLA conference is going to be held at the University of California, Berkeley
in mid-September, site visits have been organised to the University of California, Berkeley, the
University of CalifornialLos Angeles and Stanford Universityrteet with theitibrary staff to
discusgheir current practicdor identity control in East Asian Resources, and to share what

we havefound from the environment scan within ABRRLA members in Australia and the
United Kingdom.

After the site visits, our next step will be to survey PRRLA member libraries to gain a collective
understanding of what they are currently doing in terms of identity control for East Asian
resources, both for their print and digital coliens.

We will present our findings at the 2019 PRRLA conference with the intention of providing an
opportunity for all PRRLA member | ibraries to
improve their workflows, avoid duplication of effort, and irape metadata quality for CIK

resources.

We also hope to identify opportunities for future collaborations on name authorities in a linked
data service. This will significantly assist in creating precise, accurate metadata, thus improving
the accessibilityynd discoverability of our CJK resources to better serve the learning, teaching
and research needs of our institutions.
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Report on

International Workshop on the Landscape of Taiwan Studies and Korean Studie?6 2bine 2018
The University of Centidd_ancashire, Preston, UK

JungSim Kim, Korean Studies Librarian, Monash University

L LINBASYGSR | LI LISNE awSaSlkNOK wSaz2dz2NOSa F2N Y2NB
Workshop on the Landscape of Taiwan Studies and Korean Studia8,Jase 2018, which was held at
the University of Central Lancashire, Preston, UK.

The workshop invited presenters from nine countries, of whom twenty were academics as well as this
librarian.

As the Korean Studies Librarian at Monash University, my presmmtaas to inform Korean Studies

academics and researchers about Kerekated databases that provide fulxt articles for their

NBaSINOK 2y Y2NBIlI & aé& LI LISN F20dzaSR 2y (KS a2yl akK
major Korean databases imi€a.

My presentation covered both Korean databases and somekumean databases, which are for
researchers who cannot read Korean. Such-Korean multidisciplinary databases can be used to find
articles related to Korea in languages other than Kores ss EBSCOhost Research Databases, Google
Scholar, JSTOR, ProQuest, SCOPUS and Web of Science. | included a slide of a table showing the
interface languages, display options, analytics, and export citation options of the databases. Taking
account of theaudience, | also discussed Korean databases in Europe by country.

| gained valuable experience in providing expert advice to hilglvel researchers, and simultaneously
developed further networks in the Korean Studies academic community. The workshomgave
substantial opportunity to update my information on Korea. The workshop also provided me an
opportunity to learn more about Taiwan Studies and relevant research resources.

A special thank you to the UCLAN workshop organisers for giving me thea¢bagresent the paper.
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News from the National Library of Australia

Bing Zheng Asian Collections

1. Online access to thBatabase of Chinese Classic Ancient Books

The Database of Chinese Classic Ancient Ben&s remotdy accessible via the

NationalLb NI NE Q& ht!/ YR SwSa2dzNOSdextLR2 NIl f & ¢K
searchable database of 10,060es (12,500 editionspf pre-20th century Chinese test

covering a variety of subjeareas organized into four sections: Philosophy and Science,

History and Geography, Art and Literature, and General Wdakksess restricted to one
simultaneous user.

Bib ID: 775683Mla.gov.au/nla.cayn7756830

2. Applications fo2019 Asiaéstudy Grants will open onl3July 2018

The National Library of Australigace again offers 201Asia Study Grants to assist
scholars in Australia to undertake research relating to Asia through a four week period
of intensive access to our Asian language and-vessded collectionsAsia Study Grants
are open to researchers who are citizens of, or resident in, Australia.

Study Grant recipients will receive:

1 an honorarium of AUD $1000 per week to cover accommodation and living costs
in Canberra, for up to four weeks

1 a contributionto travel within Australia, equivalent to one return economy

domestic airfare to and from Canberra

special access titne Asian collections and staff expertise

access to office facilities in the Asian Collections area

copies of collection materials (withnreasonable limits and according to access

and copyright conditions)

= =4 4

For more information, please visitww.nla.gov.au/awardsnd-grants/fellowsips-and-
scholarships/japafand-asiastudy-grants



https://nla.gov.au/nla.cat-vn7756830
http://www.nla.gov.au/awards-and-grants/fellowships-and-scholarships/japan-and-asia-study-grants
http://www.nla.gov.au/awards-and-grants/fellowships-and-scholarships/japan-and-asia-study-grants
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BUKAN RUMPI TAPI DISKUSI
I RA&AOdzaaA2Yy &aSNASa SELX 2NAYy3I (KS al GKSazy

By Dr Rheny Pulungan

Indonesian Studies Subject Librarian, Monash University Library

Bulkan Rumpi Tapi Disku®8RTD) is a discussion series aimdehadragingga 2 Y I a K £ A 0 NI NE G
Indonesian collections and expertise to engage not only with audiences inside the University,
but also with the wider community. BRTD is held four times a year dvldteeson Library.

The recenBukan Rumpi Tapi Diskugas quite special because instead of having a regular

discussion, the Indonesian Special Collection at Matheson Library held a film screening on June

28, 2018. The screening was the premier of NoorlHudL & Y Af Qa f I 4Sad R2 Odzy!
Pengantin(Brides), concerning three Indonesian female migrant workers who are searching for

love through social medidhey meet with Islamic State jihadists online and are influenced to

join ISIS and marry these men.

Noor Huda Ismail is a PhD candidate in the Arts Faculty at Monash University, the author of the
book My friendthe terrorist, and a documentary filmmaker. His previous fillinadSelfiewas

widely screened more than 300 times in Europe, North Americah8ast Asia, the Middle

East, and Australia.

The screening was followed by a discussion led by Associate Professor Peter Lentini (Founding
Director, Global Terrorism Research Centre, Monash University). Lentini shared his expertise on
the issue of radicadation and what attracted those women to violent extremism, as well as the
role of social media in the radicalisation anddelicalisation process.

It was a very successful event, attended by almost 100 people from different backgrounds and
affiliations,including officers fronthe Defence Force School of Languages (DFSL), Laverton,
Victoria, and researchers and students from Monash, Deakin, La Trobe and Victoria Universities,
as well as the Indonesian community living in Melbourne.

Highlights of the eventan be viewedhere.


https://youtu.be/Q7MuKTp0hqk
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Image 1: Film screening

Image 2: Audience listening to discussion

Image 3: Discussion with Noor Huda and

Peter Lentini

Image 4: Organisers, from left to righ

Hidayatullah Yunus, Dr Anita Dewi, Dr Rheny
Pulungan and Noor Huda Ismail
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Report on the Monash University Library at the Conference 'Reimagining Korean Identity through
Wars, Money, ldeas and Exchanges: 70 years' Identity Transformationl8LAugst 2018

Ines Sincock
Librarian, Monash University

Onthel?2 ¥ ! dz3dza X az2ylakK ! yAGSNEAGEQa { AN [2dzAaa al if
WWwSAYIFIAYAYy3a Y2NBlIYy LRSyGAdGeQ /2yFSNByOSe® Ly O2ye
Research Huleakin University, and Melbourne University, the Sir Matheson Library arranged and

organised the conferenc&arah Jansen (Matheson Library Manager), Anita Dewi (R&L Coordinator),

Hueimin Chen, Marlon Manguilimembers of the Information & Lending Seasdeam, members of

the Collections & Facilities team, and
were involved in the process,
including setup and packup, and
showcasing the library and the Korea
Collection through an image
presentation on the day. Heidi
Binghay and the Communications
team also organised the Korean
Identity poster at the Asian
Collections display case.

Figurel The Matheson Library image presentation thatas

JungSim Kim, Korean Studies Librarian createdby this author, displayed behind the panel

FYR L Ffaz2 RAaLIXIFI&@8SR 02
topic in the conference room to generate discussion
on further aspects of thétheme, and promote the

[ AONI N Q& SEGSyaAagdgsS Y2N
English and Korean. This allowed for networking wit
the academics and students in attendance that
F20dzaASR 2y GKS fAONI NEQ
Monash University, especiglas the Korean
collection and dedicated Subject Librarian make
Monash University a vanguard in the field.

Figure2 Attendees discussing and perusing the Kore
Collection items on disnlav in # conference room

The conference was well attended with guests and presenters from Monash University, other Victorian
and Australian universities, and universit@gerseas, including New Zealand, South Korea, and the
United States. Presentations focused on the study of Korean Identity through various means, including
interpretation through film and place.

10
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Korean Studies student interns at Monadbniversity Library!

In semester 2, 2018, Sir Louis Matheson Library of Monash University has been hosting an internship
program for students of the Korean Studies department, Faculty of Arts, Monash University. This
initiative is part of the Work Integrated Learning (Witggram at Monash. Unlike the usual

librarianship student placements hosted by libraries, this internship program is attended by Monash
University students who study Korean language in the Faculty of Arts. The recruitment for these interns
were carried ouin semester 1, where successful candidates were selected after going through paper
application and interview process.

Two student interns are currently doing their internship program, supervised bySiam¢lim, Subject
Librarian for Korean Studies. Vihtoming into the Library with good Korean language skills, these
students learn to do library work activities. This includes adding Korean characters to catalogues,
helping the subject librarian with ordering work in Korean characters, as well as |dbkdagh,

reflecting on and providing feedback for the improvement of the current Korean Studies LibGuide.
Based on experiences with other LibGuides, it is very meaningful for the Library to gain feedback from
a0dzRSy (i Qa LISNA LIS Ol A #@nSatégdriesibi B@uidé usds. The/idternd @re dis&€ S Y
involved in activities related to the research and learning team in the Library, such as attending Korean
conference held in the Library and shadowing librarians in the research and learning pa@sé Th

student interns are also given the opportunity to attend trainings as deemed relevant to their
professional development needs.

Reflecting on the current experience, while a lot of learning is still happening, the Matheson Library feels
that it is realy for the second batch of Korean Studies student internship next year!

Anita Dewi

Research and Learning Coordinator
Sir Louis Matheson Library

Monash University

11
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Moving into an age of digital Asian Studies
By Dr Amy Chan (independent researcher, PresafehLRA)

In the last roundtable discussion at the 2016 ASAA conference in Canberra, many around the table
expressed their apprehension at the current state of the primary sources they had accumulated on their
fieldtrips. These were pictures, postersierviews, music recordings and other ephemera languishing in
personal garages, gathered in the hope of further research one day. In that discussion, the notion of
digitising the material was raised, not only as a means of preservation, but also to leurkestrarch
resources for future Asian Studies scholarso years on, where are we?

L LY FgFNBE 2F GKS !'b! Qa {2dzikKSFad !'airl | NOKAGS t N
David Marr have invested much into. As far as | can tell, there is mragexl undertaking to digitise the

material and have them available on Open Access as soon as possible. However, as the senior archivist

once told me, to digitise everything they have in their catalogue would take hundreds of years.

It had also been broud to my attention previously of the various digitisation projects undertaken
around the nation by university libraries of their archival material. The Balai Pustaka collection at
Monash University, for example.

It seems to me there are various pocketfoh AA GA&aA Y3 | OGABAGASE KI LIISYyAy3
digitisation project, the two universities aforementioned, and perhaps even other cultural institutions

like NFSA that may inadvertently have digitised material related to Asia. Then there ists#,co

digitising work undertaken in various universities in the US (e.g. the Southeast Asia Digital Library,

I 2Ny SttQa RAIAGAAFGAZ2Y 2F {2dziKSFad !aaly ySgalLld LI
LINE2SOG 0 { Ay3l L2 NBIngapdre[newspage®)Jand tiae lrebpeddivie Anlivefsitiesy” R

and institutions in the region.

Many of us would be familiar with the difficulty in finding research material on the region (China

excluded), and relying on personally beingitu to be in the advatageous position of discovering,

finding and collecting material for our various research projects. We had hoped that with the ubiquitous

dzaS 2F (GKS AYGSNYysSiad FyR AGa SylrofAy3a O2YYdzyA Ol GA2
{ G dzR A S & Q has)2o ddgred, \Bitbthd widespread talp of the medium in Asia. However, as

noted in the most recent lthakh w NBX & S| NOK NBLIRZ2 NI a{ dzLILR2 NIAy3a GKS /
{OK2fFNAR¢ OonHnmyO0X (2 3L AYy I OGtSstd nedeBsary ty FepiNddally A 2y |
there in the respective archives, libraries and cultural institutions.

This is in contrast with conducting historical and archival research on Europe or England, where there
are many curated digital archives of b@oénd all manner of primary resources for remote access and
interrogation. These digital collections provide researchers access tahagly reproductions of

historical artefacts with ability to zoom and resizessreen images for detailed interrogatioThey are
accessed anytime, anywhere, travel is not required, and multiple sources available for simultaneous
consultation. (Meyer and Schroeder, 2015:¥a®wledge Machingdn a previous mini research project
which Aline and | conducted on Indonesiaseaarch resources, many of the Indonesian studies scholars

12



ALRA Newsletter No. 72 (Ju} 2018

told us they want more digitised resources because fieldwork is costly and dangerous (at times), and
having the availability of material at hand anytime is invaluable.

Take, for example the Soufksia Archive. This resource is very much appreciated by the South Asianist
community. So much material that was inaccessible was made accessible. Where once researchers
would have to spend days in dusty archives in the hope of finding that elusive mathuguch has

turned up disappointingly unreadable due to decay, now they can interrogate that manuscript at their
desks without fear of causing more damage, and in improved conditions. The South Asia Archive is the
work of two researchers who were not pramed to be put out by the inconvenience and inaccessibility

to primary research resources.

With the material in the various garages scattered around Australia, | am willing to venture we have
guite a sizeable collection of research resources on Asiaingdd be interrogated, for their untold

story to be told, for their welkept secrets to be unlocked. So, it is very encouraging that the various
universities and institutions are undertaking digitisation, and | hope those projects would include these
resources from the garages before the silverfish get to them.

But even for this archival project to continue and eventually be digitised, is it enough to just convert
them to digital formats? How are future researchers to know of the existence of this teetrene? We
would rely on Google, or in Australia, Trove, to expose and discover these collections. But are they
adequate? Would they have the technical capacity to handle the various-based languages, for
example?

Further, even with the most sophisated metadata, it would still require help for these digitised objects

G2 0S RA&AO2OSNBR 'YARAG GKS 20SNBKSEtYAYy3d WgKAGS y
research paper on this precise topic, and the finding revealed that curated digliattions stand a

better chance of being discovered and used as designed. This is particularly true for our subject area,
because of the vast range of languages and scripts across the Asia region, the variable standard of
transliteration, and multiple fomats (audio, visual, manuscript, etc.) the material is in. Further, there

are common topics across a breadth of countries, regions, languages, cultures and political systems. A
curated collection can bring digitised artefacts together, focused on thggegpwhich would enhance

their discoverability and usability.

If we have the physical material converted to digital, what is to stop us from moving into data mining,
large-scale textual analysis, and other digital research methods? Methods that may rapev@usly
unanswerable questions or help prove unproven hypotheses. Methods that will allow us to track the
specific words and their evolution across time and region to help elucidate the origins of the language
and/or people. A similar example was doméew years ago to chart the rise and fall of the English term
feminismand the French ternfieminismeover the course of the twentieth century, using a dataset
provided by the digitised copies of 5 million books through the Google Book Project. Thestvidgd

insight into the significance of feminism as cultural change in two different contexts and over a period of
100 years.

In the little time | had researching this issue, | have yet to learn of more than a handful of projects that
use digital reseah methods on the region. It is not that Asian Studies needs to be pulled out of the
dinosaur age, but that what we can learn of the region if we had tools that would allow us to examine

13
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the large amount of data generated from the many digitised books,usenipts, records, interviews,
and audievisual records. What stories could be told?

To conclude, | would like to see a national effort to build such an infrastructure that will not only
preserve what our emeritus community has collected, but also to laurlesource for the future. A

resource that bears witness to the long established Australian research in the Asian region; a resource
that we can share with and return to our partners in the region.

14
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It's more than just a rich collection, it's what to dwith the collection

- Dr. Anita Dewi Research and Learning Coordinator, Sir Louis Matheson
Library, Monash University

I fAONINEB LIySt aSaairzy SyuaAaidtSR a. Se2yR ! aal
by our ALRA President, Dr Amy Chamaastof the largest conference in the history of the

Asian Studies Association of Australia (ASAA), held in the University of Sy8nkyty 2018.

Over 300 papers were presented and more than 1000 participants attended. The aim of our

panel of four speadrs was to bring together the users of Astdated research material and

those who seek to provide them.

In the above opportunity, | shared how changes in the Asian Studies space also affects
the Asian Collections of Monash University Library. Through aLJS NJ St§ indvdittia® R &
2dzad ' NAOK O2fftSOGA2Yy> AGUE gKIG G2 R2 gA0K
Monash has beebroadening its reach and becoming more proactive in arguing what to do
with its Asian Collections, rather than silpglorifying its richness. To provide a background
context, the presentation began with a chronological series of changes in how the Asian
Collections have been managed by the university library. In its early days, the Asian Collections,
and the staff merbers responsible for them, were part of the Asian Studies Research Library,
which was then restructured and became the Asian Studies Research Collection. Currently, the
Asian Collections are located in the Sir Louis Matheson Library, and the IndonesiaseCh
Japanese and Korean subject librarians are part of the wider Research and Learning Team. This
team, whose members include subject librarians, (early career) librarians and learning skills
advisers, is responsible for research and learning skillsldpment activities in collaboration
with various parties within and outside Monash. Some specialists, including the Asian Studies
subject librarians, also look after Special Collections. This makes them members of the Special
Collections Community of Ptaae, which is a medium for sharing and discussing current and
potential practices in the special collections space.

Some examples of how the Asian Collections have been used in teaching and learning
activities were given during the presentation. Includedhese were:

- collaboration with academics in a Chinese Studies subject on contemporary issues;

- collaboration between the Japanese Subject Librarian and the Melbourne Centre for
Japanese Language Education (MCJLE) where outreach to school teachemsnsrgr@and

- co-development of assessment tasks where authentic materials from the Indonesian
Collection are used in teaching and learning activities.

A series of examples were also given in terms of promoting the collections for research

purposes. This sludesBukan Rumpi Tapi Diskaise Indonesian Collection discussion series

Ayo2t @Ay3 | OF RSYAOasE KAIKSNI RSINBES NBaSI NOK &

involvement in the Korean Studies project at the Faculty which includéssiing seninars

and conferences in the library; regular Special Collections blog article posts; and rotating

displays of the collections on site.

15
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il 1’ L]} = wm i
sEne

The Asian Collections Display at Sir Louistivgon Library

16
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Home About Contact

B MoeH LIBRARY BLOG

') Study  Research  Teaching  Special Collections  News

Home specialcollections

Showing posts with label specialcollections. Show all posts

Rare Japanese manuscript discovered

& Rosemary Miller £ 1322 ® Add Comment

Subject Librarian Ayako Hatta tells us about the strange journey of an old manuscript that has arrived
at the Sir Louis Matheson Library.

READ MORE»

Special Collections Library Blog page
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Reflections on the direction of Library Collection in the 21st century
Robert Cribb

Australian National University

Thanks for the invitation to take part in this session. As a user, rather thiaragdn, | may be able to

offer a different perspective on the issues facing Asian Studies collections in Australian libraries today.
My talk focusses on two phenomena: the thinning out of collection development and the vast expansion
of accessibility toalections.

One of the most noticeable features of the past three decades or so has been the retreat of libraries
from old-style collection development. Once upon a time, most libraries took pride in having a unique
collectiong something that gave them special place in the world of libraries and which might attract
specialist researchers from far afield. They held in high regard the sdiwéaran who worked with the
mind of a collector, combining idiosyncrasy and a penchant for hunches with a deefekige of the

field and a dogged determination to fill gaps. To varying degrees, most libraries have abandoned this
model. Instead, strategic plans, often fulfilled by outside suppliers, determine the broad outlines of
acquisitions policy, and those stedfies are more likely to be based on projected user statistics than on
the frisson of excitement that once came from being the only library with a serious collection on a
particular topic.

Academics are not able to take the place of the old colletitwarians. Academic life itself is now too
fast-paced for any but a handful of academics to focus on simgheled source collection. In any case,
libraries are seldom able to house specialist collections. Indeed, we might have realized that the
authorities wauld not build us evelarger buildings to encompass the vast volume of research produced
each year, let alone the even vaster mass of print material that we use as sources.

Instead, the centre of gravity of specialist collection development has shiftedliae collections

curated by commercial, or at least ugeays, ventures such as JStor, ProQuest and Brill, with occasional
open access gems like Trove and Legal Tools. Overall, this shiflite aecess has been an immense

boon to researchers, reduwy or removing travel costs and travel times, thereby giving a far wider range
of researchers access to materials that were once only accessible to scholars who lived in the vicinity of
the hardcopy collection. This enormous value of this increased acmesds to be kept in mind when

we also acknowledge and regret the withering of the idtbrary loan system as a consequence -of e

books and the increasing loss of open stack access to users from the broader public as universities shift
books into storesrbm which they can only be summoned by registered (enrolled) users.

The current situation presents us with four significant challenges:

1. Noeone in the university system now has responsibility for the hard work of assembling original
collections. A few gportunities exist for funding preservation, such as the British Library Endangered
Libraries scheme, but these opportunities are sparse and unsystematic. The preservation of unique
collections depends increasingly on the commercial judgment of commeotiablidators. They mean
gStt ovyzaltfeox odzi GKS&@ NBaLRyR (G2 RSYFYRI YSIYyAyYy
small ones.
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2. We have seen consolidation of the information industry into half a dozen large players, but this
industryisvolafi S® 2 S R2y Qi 1y26 6KIFIG Attt KILLISY 6KSys> (fFf
the big suppliers goes bellp.

3. The retreat from hard copy, whether books, journals, newspapers or other materials, along with the
increased effectiveness of opticdlaracter recognition has shifted the approach of some researchers
from painstaking, systematic reading to a focus on keyword hits, encouraging the use of material that is
entirely divorced from its context.

4. In combination with OCR, machine translat®naw approaching the point where some forms of
serious research using foreign language texts can be done by researchers who are not competent in
those languages. The risks of misunderstanding will soon rest more on the nature of the ntdtstsal

of export commodities at one end of the spectrum, philosophical reflections and poetry at the Qther
than on the act of machine translation itself. (And we should remember the prevalence of misreading of
texts by native speakers.) Potentially, this openingroéslanguage research possibilities offers some of
the most exciting prospects for the future.
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2 Kl GQa ySEG Ay ! a@&AlLy {GdzR7
Report from theAsian Studies Association of Australia (ASAA)
Conference 2018

Di Pin Ouyang

Asian Collections
National Libraryof Australia
July 2018

It has been four weeks since | returned from the 2018 Asian Studies Association of Australia (ASAA)
/| 2YFSNBYyOS: gKAOK L (K2NRdzAKfe&e Sye22eSRH Ll gla (K
academics working on Asia.

The Conference was held at the Abercrombie Business School, University of Sydney. | was very
impressed by the building that comprisesused and recycled timber. Ninegight percentof the
0dzAf RAy3Qa O2yadNuHzOdA2y ¢l aiasS 61 a NBOe:Of SRo

The advances in technology made this Conference a completely-frageronference. All attendees

were invited to download the conference app via email, which included the whole conference program

and astract booklet. The conference updated event schedules in real time. My feeling was that it will
az2y oS WwW{leé& a.&$S o0eS¢ (2 odzarAySaa OIFNRaAQ Ay UGKS
to connect over social platforms during and after tenference.
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Najwa Abdullah
RSIS, NTU Singapore

44 POSTGRADUATE WORKSHOP |
- Networking and Securing a Jo...
Asian Studies Association of Australia

2018 Conference ® Andrea Acri
| EPHE
M WORKSHOP | Southeast Asia:
N - el
AN Jasmin Ado

The ASAA conference kicked off with the postgraduate workshop on networking and getting a job in
academia. The workshop provided an excellent forum to bring together expertise on Southeast Asia to
the postgraduate community. Over 70 PhDdeats from a diverse range of institutions, geographical
focuses and disciplinary backgrounds participated. In particular, the second part of the workshop
comprising mock interviews provided the PhD students with an opportunity to practice for an interview
in the real world and receive feedback from the academic panel.

My presentation at the postgraduate workshop was to raise the awareness @0th@ Asia Study

Grantsat the National Library. It was a great interaction and connection. | appreciated that the
organisers provided us with an additional slot in the program so we could talk to the PhD students and
scholars about the Grants.

Py

Thead dzZl f O2yFENBYOS 683y K&K A §Q2 LISyRNE L SYVYHBG 2
chaired by Dr Thushara Dibley of the University of Sydney. The speakers were Dr Jacqui Baker of

Murdoch University, Dr Thomas Baudinette of Macquarie Universitg Dr Tanya Jakimow of UNSW

SydneyThe panel reflected on some of the unique advantages of being an Asianist in Aastdajiau

can watch the opening plenary session onkidgy it's a Great Time to be dwsianist
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Over 200 panels and 800 papers were presented at the Conference. Here is a snapshot of the Panels by
Discpline/Theme. Integrating knowledge and methods from different disciplines is the current research

trend that we have noticed over the last few years.g. Movies as Resources for Social and Historical
Inquiry.

Panels by Discipline/Theme

N T o R
:
-

il Labour 17
R ’ ’
Linguistics and Language 1

:

_E
_“‘
zs

Environmental Studies

Professional Development (.2 5

Public Health 7
1

Religion and Philosophy

[ommve=mere

There were so many fantastic sessions A 8fNJP L ¢Sy i (2 | aSaairzy 2y We N
l'aAlQ YR tSIENYyG Fo2dzi GNIXYRS dzyA2ya AY [/ FY0O2RAL X
strong, smart, articulate women scholars researching on different Southeast Asian labour movements.

The discussion panel explored the drivers and limitations of different forms of labour activism in

Southeast Asia and debated the future of trade unionism in the region.

2 KSYy L OFYS o0l 0Oz Y& 0O2ftftSI3dzSa I al SR frensthew2 K G @I
O2y TSNBYyOSKQ N&MBboks irCsdutidédstiyisn Studie® & channel of the New Books

Network (ttp://newbooksnetwork.com/). Dr Nick Cheesman hosted the discussion with three authors

who reflected on their experiences of researching and writing academic work, and responded to
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